AMENDED IN SENATE SEPTEMBER 8, 2003
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 2, 2003
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 2, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1521

Introduced by Assembly-MemberParraMembers Parra and
Pacheco

February 21, 2003

An act to repeal-Seections—10004,—10005:—10006—10004+—10008,
10009, —and—10031—-of—theFoodand-Agreuhural-Code—+elating to
diseased-antimalamend Sections 1301, 4000, and 13113 of, to repeal
Sections 1501 and 1502 of, and to repeal and add Section 1500 of, the
Elections Code, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 1521, as amended, Parra—-PBbiseased—anintdésctions:
municipal elections

(1) Existing law requires, with certain exceptions, a general
municipal election to be held on the 2nd Tuesday in April of
even-numbered years or the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
March of odd-numbered years.

This bill, instead, would require a general municipal election to be
held on any established election date or on the 2nd Tuesday of April in
each odd-numbered year.

(2) Existinglaw provides that several types of elections may be held
wholly bymail, with certain conditions, including, but not limited to, the
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condition that the election does not occur on the same date as a
statewide direct primary election or statewide general election.

This bill would, instead, provide that an election held whollynay
must be held on an established mailed ballot election date as
established by this bill.

(3) Existinglaw provides that the order of candidates’ names on the
ballot of a special district, school district, charter city, or other local
government body election, occurring on other than one of the 4 major
electiondates is determined by a special randomized alphabet drawing
conducted by the Secretary of State, with certain requirements.

This bill would authorize the randomized alphabet drawn for
purposes othe first election held by a charter city that holds 2 elections
in the same 12-month period which occur on other than one of the 4
major election dates, to be used for both of those elections if the 2nd
election within that 12-month period does not have a close of filing
deadline.The bill would also provide that if 2 randomized alphabets are
drawn for the same election, that the results of the second randomized
alphabet drawing may be cleardgt apart from the first labele®FOR
USE IN A RUNOFF ELECTION ONLY.”

(4) This bill would incorporate additional changes in Section 13113
of the Elections Code proposed by SB 1024 that would become
operative only if SB 1024 and this bill are both chaptered and become
effective on or before January 1, 2004, and this bill is chaptered last.

96



and-manage-theareaare-uhavatable.

—3— AB 1521

rvise

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

OCO~NOUITRA,WNE

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section10004-ofthe Food-and-Agredltural

SECTION 1. Section 1301 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

1301. (a) Except as required by Section 57379 of the
Government Code, and except as provided in subdivision (b), a
general municipal election shall be held-enthe-secendFuesday in
Aprit-efeven-rumberegiears—or-enthefirst Tuesdayafterthe first
Menday--March-of-odd-nrumbered-yrearsestablished election

date pursuant to Section 1000

(b) (1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a city council may
enact an ordinance, pursuant to Division 10 (commencing with
Section 10000), requiring its general municipal election to be held
on the same day as the statewide direct primary election, the day
of the statewide general election, or on the day of school district
elections as set forth in Section 1302. Any ordinance adopted
pursuant to this subdivision shall become operative upon approval
by the board of supervisors.

(2) Inthe event of consolidation, the general municipal election
shall be conducted in accordance with all applicable procedural
requirements of this code pertaining to that primary, general, or
school district election, and shall thereafter occur in consolidation
with that election.

(c) If a city adopts an ordinance described in subdivision (b),
the municipal election following the adoption of the ordinance and
each municipal election thereafter shall be conducted on the date
specified by the city council, in accordance with subdivision (b),
unless the ordinance in question is later repealed by the city
council.

(d) If the date of a general municipal election is changed
pursuant to subdivision (b), at least one election shall be held
beforethe ordinance, as approved by the board of supervisors, may
be subsequently repealed or amended.

SEC. 2. Section 1500 of the Elections Code is repealed.
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SEC. 3. Section 1500 is added to the Elections Code, to read:

1500. The established mailed ballot election dates are as
follows:

(a) The first Tiesday after the first Monday in May of each year.

(b) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in June of each
even-numbered year.

(c) The last Tuesday in August of each year.

SEC. 4. Section 1501 of the Elections Code is repealed.

1504—An-electionconductedpursuantto-Seetion—1560 shall
be-held-on-a-date-preseribed-therein-er-on-any-otherdate-other than
e ished elestendaic,

SEC. 5. Sectlon 1502 of the Electlons Code is repealed.

SEC. 6. Section 4000 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

4000. -AnyA local, special, or consolidated election may be
conducted wholly by mail provided that all of the following
conditions apply:

(a) The governing body of the local agency authorizes the use
of mailed ballots for the election.

(b) The electlon—dees—net—eeeu%en—the—s&m&ela%e—as—a—s%ateW|de

Id on an
established mailed ballot election date pursuant to Section.1500

(c) The election is one of the following:

(1) An election in which no more than 1,000 registered voters
are eligible to participate.
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(2) A maximum property tax rate election as provided for in
Section 2287 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

(3) An election on a measure or measures restricted to (A) the
imposition of special taxes, or (B) expenditure limitation
overrides, or (C) both (A) and (B), in a city, county, or special
districtwith 5,000 or less registered voters calculated as of the time
of the last report of registration by the county elections official to
the Secretary of State.

(4) An election on the issuance of a general obligation water
bond in accordance with Section 12944.5 of the Water Code.

(5) An election of the Directors of the Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District as authorized in Section 122 of
Chapter 527 of the Statutes of 1977, known as the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District Law.

(6) An election of the Aliso Water Management Agency, or its
affected member agencies, pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417
of the Water Code.

(7) An election of the San Jacinto Mountain Area Water Study
Agency pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the \Watke.

(8) An election of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District
pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code.

(9) Any An election or assessment ballot proceeding required
or authorized by Article Xl C or Xl D of the California
Constitution. However, when an assessment ballot proceeding is
conducted by mail pursuant to this section, the following rules
shall apply:

(A) The proceeding shall be denominated an “assessment
ballot proceeding” rather than an election.

(B) Ballots shall be denominated “assessment ballots.”

SEC. 7. Section 13113 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

13113. (a) Inthe case of an election of candidates in a special
district, school district, charter city (whose charter does not
provide to the contrary), or other local government body,
occurring on other than one of the four major election dates
specified in subdivision (b) of Section 13112, the official
responsible for conducting the election shall, astrae time that
the election is called, notify the Secretary of State by registered
mail of the date of the election, the date of the close of filing, and
the last possible date for filing in the event there is an extension of
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filing due to an incumbent failing to file. The Secretary of State
shall conduct a randomized alphabet drawing on the first weekday
following the last possible day of filing for—sudmn election
according to subdivision (a) of Section 13112.

(b) H Except as provided for runoff elections in subdivision (d),
if two or more drawings for local government elections would
occur on the same date, the Secretary of State may use a single
randomized alphabet drawing for all of these elections. The
Secretary ofstate shall communicate the results of the drawing by
registered mail to each respective official responsible for
conducting the election who shall use it to determine the order on
the ballot of all candidates’ names.

(c) All drawings held pursuant to this section shall be open to
the public.

(d) If two randomized alphabets are drawn for the same
election, the results of the second randomized alphabet drawing
may be clearly set apart from the first and, if set apart, labeled
‘FOR USE IN A RUNOFF ELECTION ONLY.”

SEC. 8. Section 13113 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

13113. (a) Inthe case of an election of candidates in a special
district, school district, charter city (whose charter does not
provide to the contrary), or other local government body,
occurring on other than one of the—four—maghection dates
specified in subdivision (b) of Section 13112, the official
responsible for conducting the election shall, astrae time that
the election is called, notify the Secretary of State by registered
mail of the date of the election, the date of the close of filing, and
the last possible date for filing in the event there is an extension of
filing due to an incumbent failing to file. The Secretary of State
shall conduct a randomized alphabet drawing on the first weekday
following the last possible day of filing fersueh Hie election
according to subdivision (a) of Section 13112.

(b) H Except as provided for runoff elections in subdivision (d),
if two or more drawings for local government elections would
occur on the same date, the Secretary of State may use a single
randomized alphabet drawing for all of these elections. The
Secretary ofstate shall communicate the results of the drawing by
registered mail to each respective official responsible for
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conducting the election who shall use it to determine the order on
the ballot of all candidates’ names.

(c) All drawings held pursuant to this section shall be open to
the public.

(d) If two randomized alphabets are drawn for the same
election, the results of the second randomized alphabet drawing
may be clearly set apart from the first and, if set apart, labeled
‘FOR USE IN A RUNOFF ELECTION ONLY.”

SEC. 9. Section 8 of this bill incorporates amendments to
Section 13113 ahe Elections Code proposed by both this bill and
SB 1024. It shall only become operative if (1) both bills are enacted
and become effective on or before January 1, 2004, (2) each bill
amends Section 13113 of the Elections Code, and (3) this bill is
enactedafter SB 1024, in which case Section 7 of this bill shall not
become operative.

Cedeis+epealed.

SEC—2—Secton10005-of the Foodand-Agredhural-Code s
repeated

- .. f i deis

—4- deis

—5- deis

—&- deis
repeated

SEC—7— Seection-10031 of the Food-and-Agricultural-Code is
repealed.

96



